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It is ncceffary likewife to explain many words by 
their oppofition to others ; for contraries are beft feen 
when they ftand together. Thus the verb fland has 
one fenfe as oppofed to fall, and another as oppofed 
to fly ; for want of attending to which diftinction, 
obvious as it is, the learned Dr. Bentley has fquan 1 
dered his criticifm to no purpofe, on thefe lines of 
Paradife Loft. 

- - - In heaps 
Chariot and charioteer lay over-turn'd, 
And fiery foaming fteeds. What flood, recoifd, 
O'erwearied, through the faint Satanic hoft, 
Defenfive fcarce, or with pale fear furpris'd 
Fled ignominious - - - 

« Here," fays the critic, " as the fentence is now read, 
" we find that what flood, fled" and therefore he pro- 
pofes an alteration, which he might have fpared if he 
had confulted a di&ionary, and found that nothing 
more was affirmed than that thofe fled who did not 

fan ^ : ^zzx^b iSS^y!^^ 

In explaining fuch meanings as feem accidental and 
adventitious, I fhall endeavour to give an account of 
the means by which they were introduced. Thus to 
eke out any thing, fignifies to lengthen it beyond its 
luft dimenfions by fome low artifice, becaufe the 
word eke was the ufual refuge of our old writers 

when 
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when they wanted a fyllable. And buxom, which 
means only obedient, is now made, in familiar phrafes, 
to ftand for wanton, becaufe in an antient form of mar- 
riage, before the reformation, the bride promifed com- 
plaifance and obedience in thefe terms, " I will be 
" bonair and buxom in bed and at board."* 

I know well, my Lord, how trifling many of thefe re- 
marks will appear Separately confidered, and how eafily 
they may give occafion to the contemptuous merriment 
of fportive idlenefs, and the gloomy cenfures of arrogant 
ftupidity ; but dulnefs it is eafy to defpife, and laughter 
it is eafy to repay. I fhall not be folicitous what is 
thought of my work by fuch as know not the difficulty 
or importance of philological ftudies, nor fliall think 
thofe that have done nothing qualified to condemn 
me for doing little. It may not, however, be im- 
proper to remind them, that no terreftrial greatnefs is 
more than an aggregate of little things, and to incul- 
cate after the Arabian proverb, that drops added to 
drops conftitute the ocean. 

There remains yet to be confidered the Distribu- 
tion ■ of words into their proper claffes, or that part 
of lexicography which is ftrictly critical. 

The popular part of the language, which includes 
all words not appropriated to particular fciences, 
admits of many didinftions and fubdivifions ; as, into 
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